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Program Description
	Name of the PhD Program (In Georgian and in English)
	სადოქტორო პროგრამა ევროპისმცოდნეობაში

PhD Programme in European Studies


	Academic degree to be awarded
	ევროპისმცოდნეობის დოქტორი

PhD in European Studies

	Program volume in credits and distribution 
	55 ECTS (Teaching component), including:
· 45 ECTS mandatory teaching component;;

· 10 ECTS  elective teaching component.

	Language of instruction
	English

	Head(s) of the PhD Program /coordinator
	Academician, Professor Levan Aleksidze; 

Doctor of Law Natia Lapiashvili

PhD Program coordinator: Director of the Institute for European Studies Nino Lapiashvili

	Admission precondition to the PhD Program 


	The student of the PhD Program in European Studies might become a person holding the Master’s Academic or equal Degree as per minimum, who also shall pass English language  test on C1 level or submit a certificate confirming the appropriate knowledge, or a Master’s Diploma, where the language of training is English. Those willing to enroll are also asked to submit the research proposal and to undergo the interview with the jury in English language. The research proposal
 
should be 2500-3000 words and include: the title of the thesis; research objectives; research question/questions; hypothesis; research methodology; overview of the literature to be applied.

Foreign citizens (or stateless persons) holding an MA degree shall make applications for the PhD Program in accordance to the procedures set forth in the relevant Georgian legislation, provided that they meet the admission preconditions above.


	Purpose of PhD Program
	PhD Program in European Studies, based on the mission and objectives of the University, is guided by the strategic plans of the University as well as the European Studies Institute of Tbilisi State University, taking into account the requirements of the labor market, stipulated in the Georgia-EU Association agenda, aims at:

1. Developing research on EU integration, its legal, political, economic, historical and cultural aspects through generating new scientific knowledge; theoretical and practical study of the issues related to the EU using the interdisciplinary approach; 

2. Training of European Studies Analysts who can independently conduct deep and comprehensive research and analytical activities related to the EU in terms of legal, economic, social-political and historical-cultural perspective;

3. Training of professional staff with European values in various governmental and private structures on the one hand and on the other hand, their engagement in pedagogical activities in order to make possible for the new generation of graduates to make its contribution to the Georgia's approximation to Europe through sharing and delivery of knowledge obtained by them.

	Learning Outcomes

	Knowledge and Understanding
	The graduate shall be able to:
1.1. Critically analyze the economic, financial, legal and political strategies of the EU through their re-understanding and partial revaluation; determine the relevance of the ongoing changes in the EU to the community development requirements;

1.2. Create the field knowledge based on the latest achievements in the sphere of activity through the processing of research material obtained within the EU economic / legal / political sphere, using critical understanding and relevant research methods; identify the research topics and justify its urgency, taking into account the issues of institutional, legitimacy, international law and international relations, as well as the problems and challenges in the economic integration, policy and EU law.



	Skills
	The graduate shall be able to:
2.1. independently plan and carry out innovative research based on the relevant research methods, in observation of the principles of academic faithfulness;  develop new research and analytical methods and approaches according to the specificity of the research, including the challenges related to the modern events developed within the European Union; 
2.2. Plan the strategy for elaboration of the work of peer reviewed publication standards; the new research product created on its basis will be reflected in international peer reviewed publications (including Georgian bilingual Journal on European Studies - ISSN 2346-7827)
2.3. Implement main principles and components of student-oriented teaching in the learning process and the use of teaching-learning methods in practice, including innovative ones;
2.4. Justified and sound representation of European and European historical processes in correlation with modern processes and involvement into the field discourse with international scientific community in English language on the EU economic, political and legal issues and problems in global and regional context

	Responsibility and autonomy
	The graduate shall be able to:

3.1. Independently make appropriate and effective decisions for solving the problematic research related to legal, economic and political integration within the EU, as well as cultural diversity and identity;

3.2. Implement research projects based on the latest achievements, as well as find the ways of establishing values ​​and proceed with development-oriented measures with high quality of independence.

	Methods of training
	· Verbal method

· Discussion/debates/EuroSIM

· Problem-based learning (PBL)

· Blended learning

· Case analysis/deduction/induction/synthesis/interpretation 

· Brainstorming

· Quiz

· Team work

· Method of working with the scientific literature 

· Administration of the moot courts /providing scientific assistance

· Method of demonstration / presentation 

· Method of writing assignments/ academic writing 

· Contemporary interdisciplinary research methods / the research design
· Other methods provided by individual syllabuses
The professor has discretion to refer to or use one or several methods enumerated above – depending on the specific teaching and/or research assignment.



	System of Evaluation of Knowledge 


	Training component assessment:

(A) Excellent,   – assessment 91-100 scores; 

(B) Very good – 81-90 scores of maximal assessment;

(C) Good – 71-80 scores of maximal assessment;

(D) Satisfactory – 61-70 scores of maximal assessment;

(E) Sufficient – 51-60 scores of maximal assessment.

(F) Two types of negative assessment: 

(FX) Not passed – 41-50 scores of maximal assessment, which means that the student needs more work to pass the exam; he/she is given the right to take additional exam once more with independent work;
(F) Failed –40 scores or less of maximal assessment, which means that the work carried out by the student is not enough and he/she has to study the subject from the beginning. In case of gaining FX in the educational program component, the higher education institution is obliged to appoint an additional exam in not less than 5 days after announcement of the final exam results.

	Carrier Outlook


	PhD Program in European Studies provides the valued competences for teaching, directing of the independent research and proposing opportunities of the carrier in the following fields: 

· Higher educational institutions 

· Public organizations 

· Non-governmental organizations, European institutes 

· Political organizations 

· Private business

· Consulting organizations 

· Media and information centers 
· post-doc steps

The PhD in European Studies will be able to continue with high quality academic research activities in Georgia as well as abroad.



	Tuition fee for Georgian and foreign students 
	2250 GEL (annual) – for Georgian students;
4500 GEL (annual)- for foreign students.

	Human and material resources necessary for implementation of the program 


	Material and technical base:

Material and technical base of the Program: interdisciplinary interfaculty Institute for European Studies has a repaired space of 252 m2 equipped with modern technology (including three projectors), two class-rooms, one conference hall, three office rooms for administrative staff and the library.

The Library Fund of the Institute for European Studies of Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University was firstly acquired in 2007, immediately upon foundation of the Institute, within the framework of the European Commission's TACIS Program. At the next stage the library was significantly updated in the framework of the EU-funded ENPI program in 2012-2014. Also, in 2017 the fundamental update of the library book fund was implemented within the framework of the EU Tempus INOTLES project.

Taking into consideration the interdisciplinary nature of the program, material resources of law, economics and business, social and political sciences and humanitarian faculties are also used. Students have unlimited access to all electronic library bases applied in TSU.

Professors attached to the PhD Program:

TSU professors (Full, Associate, Assistant) as well as invited academic staff holding PhD degree from the Institute for European Studies are attached to the program



	Additional information (if necessary)
	PhD student, who is enrolled in the program with non-field Master degree (i.e he/she has been awarded Master's degree not in European Studies) shall be entitled – taking into account his/her research topic and in agreement with the scientific supervisor and the administration of the Institute - to attend the training courses relevant to the profile provided for on the European Studies Master’s program. PhD student is obliged not only to attend but also to take active part in the course and perform all the components provided for the course (for example, participation in discussions, preparation of the presentation, etc.), except for passing midterm and final exams. Attendance at lectures at the master level does not create the ground for awarding the credit to the PhD student; he/she shall not be evaluated and, therefore, the information on courses attended shall not be reflected in the attachment of the PhD Diploma.

	Prerequisite for student admission to the thesis
	· Complete acquiring of the credits assigned to the training component (55 credits);
· Publishing the following three scientific publications related to the dissertation topic: 1. Bilingual Georgian Journal of European Studies, 2. Two Peer-reviewed scientific articles in high-ranking international journals (or conference materials) that have ISSN code and have an international editorial board (or Scientific Committee) and are distributed internationally and are open to international cooperation. At the same time, at least one of these three publications should be published in international journal (or conference material) that is indexed in Scopus or Web of Science bases.

· Two scientific research projects positively assessed by the scientific supervisor (review of literature, methodological framework).




Syllabus
Faculty: Law
Institute / department / faculty / direction: Institute of European Studies
Name of educational program: European studies
Step: PhD
Credits: 55 credits training components), including:
· 45 credits - mandatory
· 10 credits – optional training courses

Head(s) of the PhD Program: Academician, Professor Levan Aleksidze; Doctor of Law Natia Lapiashvili
Coordinator of the PhD Program:  Nino Lapiashvili, Director of the Institute for European Studies

Date of Approval of the syllabus by the Academic Council, Resolution Number: N20/2014, 26/02/2014
Date of effectiveness of the curriculum (academic year): spring semester of 2013-2014 academic years
Program Structure (I version)

	Type of training course/module: Faculty / mandatory / optional

	N
	Code
	Name of training course
	ECTS
	Student hour load 
	Training course admission precondition 
	Teaching semester
	Lecturer/lecturers

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Fall
	Spring
	

	
	
	
	
	Contact
	Independent
	Total
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Lecture
	Seminar/work group
	Practical / laboratory
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Academic writing
	5
	15
	30
	
	80
	125
	Without precondition
	X
	
	

	
	
	Research design and methods of social inquiry 
	5
	15
	30
	
	80
	125
	Without precondition
	X
	
	

	
	
	Teaching methods
	5
	15
	30
	
	80
	125
	Without precondition
	
	X
	

	
	
	Seminar paper 1


	10
	
	25
	
	225
	250
	
	X
	
	

	
	
	Seminar paper 2
	10
	
	25
	
	225
	250
	Seminar thesis 1


	
	X
	

	
	
	Professor’s Assistantship 

	10
	
	
	
	
	250
	Teaching methods;

Academic writing;

Research design and methods of social inquiry 
	X
	X
	

	Elective courses 20 (student has to opt 10 credits)

	
	
	EU Law
	5
	15
	30
	
	80
	125
	
	X
	X
	

	
	
	European Economics 
	5
	15
	30
	
	80
	125
	
	X
	X
	

	
	
	Comparative analysis of EU (Supranational) and UN (Universal) International Organizations
	5
	15
	30
	
	80
	125
	
	X
	X
	

	
	
	Professor’s Assistantship
	10
	
	
	
	
	250
	
	X
	X
	


Signature of the Director of the Institute–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––-----------------------------------------------
Signature of the Head(s) of the Program/coordinator–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Signature of the Head of Quality Assurance Service of the Faculty–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Signature of the Head of Training Process Management Service of the Faculty –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Signature of the Faculty Dean–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Signature of the Head of Quality Assurance Service of the University –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Date–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––                                             Seal of the Faculty
�Research proposal is not a scientific research proposal of the dissertation thesis, but it is a structured research plan that helps the student in writing future PhD paper


� includes the following mandatory components performance: European MPA program mandatory courses "Governance and Decision-Making process in the European Union (European Integration Theories and EU Institutions)", "EU Law", "Economics of Integration to the EU " and/or "European history," assisting by the relevant professor, participation the training course for the duration of the semester, developing and writing the research proposal in agreement with the professor during the course. Also, achievement of at least one additional component out of the following components: a) participation in the training courses organized specially for the PhD students within the frames of the Center for Innovative Teaching and Learning Methods created in the Institute for European Studies of the TSU and development of syllabuses based on the knowledge acquired with the scientific supervisor or preparation of individual lectures; b) preparation of video lectures using innovative methods of learning for undergraduate and master programs students; c) performing other practical components indicated by the scientific supervisor, such as assisting in assessment of undergraduate and master programs students’ quiz, essays, presentations, midterm and final exams). The professor's assistantship component will be deemed to be performed if the PhD student submits the detailed report filled in the proper form and certified by the scientific supervisor.
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